SECTION 91.13 KEEPING OF LIVESTOCK WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS.

	It shall be unlawful to keep any cattle, horse, swine, sheep, goats, or poultry within the Village except as specifically provided for in this Section 91.13 with respect to the keeping of hens.


SECTION 91.13A KEEPING OF HENS 

(A) No citizen shall keep a hen unless a license has been issued in accordance with the provisions of this Section 91.13A.  For purposes of this Section 91.13A, “keep” or “keeping” means the practice of harboring, raising, or otherwise housing a hen or hens. 

(B) The number of hens a citizen is allowed to keep shall be a maximum of six (6) hens per real property.  For purpose of this Section 91.13A, “hen” is defined as the female species gallus domesticus or commonly known as chicken, or the female species anas platvrhvnchos domesticus or Cairina moschata domestica commonly known as duck. Only domesticated duck breeds commonly kept for egg production. such as Khaki Campbell, Pekin, Indian Runner, or Welsh Harlequin are allowed. Wild, exotic or ornamental duck species are prohibited. No drakes (male ducks) shall. be permitted.

(C) The keeping of roosters and any other poultry, as defined in Section 91.01, is prohibited within the Village and its corporate limits (“Village”).

(D) Licenses will only be granted to citizens who reside on real property improved with a single-family dwelling.  Citizens are prohibited from keeping hens on real property situated in the Village and improved with other than a single-family dwelling.

(E) Care for hens shall be as follows:

(1)    No hen shall be permitted to run at large.  Hens shall be kept in a designated coop or run that meets the minimum requirements of the Village.  Hens may be allowed to exercise in a rear yard if the rear yard is fenced with a fence or a minimum height of six (6) feet and with supervision.

(a) If the coop or run is not within a fenced rear yard, hens must be kept within the coop or run at all times.

(b) In addition to the height requirements indicated herein, fences shall be
                                constructed and maintained in accordance with the applicable fence 
                                provisions set forth in Chapter 23 of the Village Code.
 
(F)  Feed for hens must be stored in a fully enclosed, rodent proof container.

(G)  Housing for hens shall meet the following minimum criteria:

(1)  The coop or run shall be located to the rear of the front building line of the principal structure or in the side yard if the side yard is fenced.  The coop and run are allowed in the rear yard provided the coop and run does not extend beyond the front building line of the principal structure.

(2) The coop or run shall be located at least one-foot (1”) from the property line and at least twenty (20) feet from any neighboring principal structure.

(3) Design.  The coop and run must be built to provide ventilation, shade and protection from precipitation, protection from cold weather and to be secure from predators, wild birds and rodents.

(a)  Openings in windows and doors must be covered by wire mesh or screens to deter predators.

(b) Access doors must be sized and placed for ease of cleaning.

(c) The enclosed run must be attached to the coop or must surround the coop.  The sides of the run must be made of fencing or wire mesh that discourages entry by predators.

(d) The run must be enclosed on all sides, including the top or roof plane unless the owner of the hen(s) has provided proof that the hen(s) wings have been clipped.

(4)  Size and Permit.  Any owner of a hen or hens must have a coop or a run that meets the minimum size requirements set forth herein.  The coop shall provide a minimum of four (4) square feet of floor area per hen.  The run shall provide a maximum of 100 square feet of floor area.

Coops or runs will require application and issuance of a building permit prior to construction.  The Village may grant a variance for an owner of hens to install a pre-fabricated coop or run; but only upon application of a variance and the granting of the same by the Village.

(5) The coop and run shall be kept in a clean, dry and sanitary condition at all times.  Manure, uneaten and discarded feed, feathers and other waste must be removed regularly and at a minimum at least weekly.  

(a) Odors from hens, manure or related substances shall not be detectable from an owner’s property line(s).  

(b)   Manure must be stored or disposed of in an acceptable manner; through manure may be composted using acceptable composting standards.  All manure not composted must be removed from the owner’s property regularly and at a minimum of at least one time per week. 

(c) No person shall maintain a coop or a run without first obtaining a license from the Village.  Licenses shall be issued when the owner offers proof of compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.  


(6) The Village may deny or revoke a license of an applicant who: 

(a) owes money to the Village;

(b) has, in the five years preceding the application for a license, been convicted of or pled guilty to a violation of any ordinance of the Village or the state.

(7) All licenses issued pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance shall be valid from May 1st of the year the applicant is granted a license to April 30 of the following year.  Each license issued hereunder will automatically expire on April 30th.  A new license will only be issued after the owner’s coop and or run have passed the inspection, and a determination has been made by the Village that the coop and run and the actions of the applicant have met the minimum criteria set forth herein.  

In the event that any licensee is found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance or has otherwise been found to have violated any rule, ordinance or statute regarding cruelty to animals, the licensee’s license shall immediately be revoked.

(8) Only persons residing in a single-family dwelling are eligible to receive a license to
have hens.

(9) Only a single hen license will be issued per residential lot.

(10) Licenses are prohibited from transferring their license to another.

(11) The cost of the annual license shall be Fifty and 00/100s Dollars ($50.00).

(H) In addition to the general penalty provisions set forth in Chapter 10.99 of the Municipal 
Code of the Village of Danvers, the owner of any coop or run is subject to the following
additional penalties:

(1) A person found to be keeping hens without a coop license will have seven (7) days from notification to achieve compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

(2) If a licensee is found to be in violation of the standards outlined in this Ordinance, the licensee will have seven (7) days from notification to achieve compliance.  If compliance is not achieved as required herein, the license will be revoked.  The licensee may apply for a new license, subject to site inspection.  If the licensee is found to be in compliance after inspection a new license shall be issued; but the licensee will have to pay a reinstatement fee of Ten and 00/100’s Dollars ($10.00) to reinstate the licensee’s license to April 30.

(I) In the event that any licensee is found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance on more than three separate occasions, the licensee’s license shall be revoked, and no licenses shall be granted to the licensee in the future.
		
(1) Hens, coops and runs not maintained in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance shall be deemed a Public Nuisance as that term is defined in the Municipal Code of the Village of Danvers.

 The processing of any meat from any hen shall be done by a licensed meat processing company; and the licensee shall be required to provide proof to the Village upon request of the Village that any processing conforms to the requirements of this Ordinance.
